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Sources roport ths following informstion on the reasons for the sppointment
of Kbaghaba Pasha as Ilinister of Forcign Affairs and its probable effoct
on the sourse of Anglo-Egyptian negotiationse

King Farug

1. Then it was suggested to King Faruq that Abmad uharmad Khashsba Pasha
ahould be recalled in the rocent Cabined voshufflo, he was at first pleased
with the idea, but then refusod to countenance it on ths grounds that
Khashaba had refused to join the Csbinct at a tire of difficulty after the
death of the late Prime Ninister Tugrashi Pasha, and was only willing %o
do 3o now that the Ddmwmmneal-hislimin had beon crusheds, The King was
lator persuaded to accept Khashsba on the grounds that if he were not
appointoed, thore would be dissatisfaction anong the Liberals, Ie was also
influenced by his belief thad Khashsha is capable of irproving relotions with
Great Britain and of gotting her o cooperate with the present Bgyptian :
Governnent, thus avoiding British pressure for the return of the Tafd to
poware At onc time it was thoupht that Khashsba would resign fron the
Liberal Conotitutional Party, declarc himself neutral, and induce the TVafd
to accept hin as Prime IMnistor and as Ninistor of the Interior, He was
to take the latter poitfolio so as to make the Tafd feel sasy shout the
forthooming clections, Khashabals aceeptance of the linistry of Foreipn
Affairs, howoever, meant that he could no longer resipn from the Liberal
Constitutional Party or pretend neutrality,

20 Friends who mat the King in private found him in a state of depression
bordering on consternation. He told them that he now fesls that he is
hated, and that he quite expects to'be killed, Io used brave words about
his willingness to die, to gbdicate, or to loave Egypt, but feld that he
had a mission to complete, Informants consider that the King is so .
gemuinely frightened, both by the threats to his person, and the inter~ |
national situation, that he is now gemminely anwicus for Dritish supports
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Both Liberals and Saiadists now seem anxious to open negotiations with

the Rritish. Both the Prime IMnistor and the ltinistor of Forelgm Affairs
Tear that there night be an oubery fron the opposition in Egypt 12 it ’
were nown that Anglo-Bpyptian talks were in progress; and they fear, too,
that the British might object to negotiating with a mirority Government.

I% has been decided therefore %o start preliminary talks as spon as

possible and,if they seem %o he going well, the King night call a lational -
Front to do the aginal ratification, In DPrivate tonversation on 28 PFebruary,
Haykal Pasha denied the curvent report thet Egypt, if she nompotiates ;

with Great Dritain, will ask for Americon reprasentation at the talks,

Tt was thought thadt the main question concerned Egypt and Great Britain
only, but that perhaps American partleipation would be needed if there TIere
a question of a military agresnent, -

This version of the gpinions of the Uinister of Foreign Affairs and his
FParty chief was confirmed by views which they expressed on 1 larch,
Khasheba Pasha stated that his main motive in accepting the appointuent
was his sarnest desire to end the presant unsetiled relations with Y
Great Britaine. He had trded before, and now hoped to coiblete his effort,
"provided that Egyptians would not allew their seantiment to paralyze
their reason.® Waykal Pasha cxpressed complete agroement, adding thab

' that nobody in his senses would sacrifice the interests of Egypt to the :
interests of Palestine, Besides, he added, it was not with the British that
Egypt had any quarrel shoub Pelestine, because the British had backed the
Arab case apainst other powerse Other leading Libersls expressed wnanimous
gupport for the peliey of the Party chief and the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

The TTafd

The Assistant Secretary Genmersl of the Tafd, Iatmmd Sulaymen Ghannzn, is

as bitter as ever apainst the Liberal-Satadist coalition, and he complains
of the muzzling of free opinion by the contimuance of martial law and the
press censorship, which prevents the Tlafd fron exposing the failures of the
Government. 'This exposure is 4o be nade as soon as the freedom of the

press is restored, and the Wafd think it wilikely that a government ’
responsible for the Palestine fiascoy the failure to reduce living costs,
the widespread corruption of the civil service, the collapse of public )
security, and for the loss of the Sudan, could have any chance at the next
elec'bionso

According to Ghanmnam, the Wafd lcoks forward %o resuning powers and as it
wuld entor into possession of a ¥bankrupt estate,” it would be quite
necessary to seck British suppors, Ghannam hopes that the preliminary talks
carried out by Sidqi end Khashsba will have prepared the ground; that the
British will reslize that only a treaty signed by the Tafd could obtain
support of the peoples and that no one in Leypt will dare to raise his voice
against a treaty nade by the Wafd, "since the present Government alroady has
throwm avay the Sudan.®
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The Independents

7» In private conversation ab the end of Februery Iusayn Sirri Pashs
expressed indlignant views, both sbout King Faruq and sbout the Prime
Iinister. [e considers the state of Egypt to be going from bad 46 worse
since the death of Nugrashi Pasha, and he expects grave disorders,
uniess the King will form an all-party government under a neutral
Prime Uinister (such as himself}e

Sirrl Pasha expressed agreenent with the views of the other politiclans
who were consulted about MAnglo-Egyptian relatioms: it would be the

Lirst duty of any governnent to coneluds an immediate agreement with
{ireat Britain, or the gravest consequence night result.

CONFIDENTIAL
SBarT/CONTRDL UsS. OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002600540003-5



